REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
A. Francisco Gold Condominium !I EDSA cor. Mapagmahal St.

Diliman, Quezon City

March 10, 2008
MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
NO. _2008-135

TO : ALL PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS, CITY/MUNICIPAL MAYORS,
PUNONG BARANGAYS, DILG REGIONAL DIRECTORS/FIELD
CFFICERS AND OTHERS CONCERNED

SUBJECT : CELEBRATION OF THE GIRL CHILD WEEK

Proclamation No. 759 issued on March 6, 1996, has declared every fourth week
of March as the “Protection and Gender-Fair Treatment of the Girl Child Week”.

The Proclamation underscores the need tg provide every girl who is beiow 18
years of age with equal opportunities and adequate| prctection to prepare her for her role
in community development. It also manifests the Philippine’s commitment to the
Declaration of the World Summit for Children, the |Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Beijing DeI:Iaration,

The observance of the Girl Child Week on March 23-29, 2008 stiail be guided by
the theme: “Karapatan ng Batang Babae Pahalagahan, Higit sa Panahon ng
Disaster”. This is to highlight the special needs of |gifl chiidren in situation of
emergencies and disasters such that ail emergency preparedness and managemen:
strategies should incorporate the development and protection needs of girl children, tc
minimize, if not eliminate, the chance of becoming victims of abuse in the midst of
uncertainty during emergencies.

Ail Local Chief Executives are hereby encouraged to spearhead the week-long
celebration by undertaking activities in line with the said theme, such as, but not limited
to, the following:

= Hanging of the streamer (attached is the prescrilqed format)

= Discussion on the special needs of girl child duriing Flag Raising Ceremonies
for the Week in the barangays, offices and schcals.

= Fora and other advocacy activities where Child Focused Disaster
Management and the Special Needs of Giri-Children in Situations of

Disasters will be discussed.

DILG Regional Directors and Field Officers are her?by directed to faciiitate the
immediate and widest dissemination of this Circular and supmit a report on the activities
undertaken by the LGUs to the Secretary, through the National Barangay Operations
Office (NBOO), within thirty (30) days after the week-long celebraticn. A briefer on the
said celebration will be downloaded, through email,to all DILG Regional Offices.

For information, guidance and compliance.

By Authority of the Secretary:

/
Q'a/t,—/
USTERE A. PANADERO
Undersecretary for Local Governrw
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ﬁOdZﬁmF FOR THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN

in the. observance of the

Girl Child Week

With the theme:

Karapatan ng Batang Babae Pahalagahan,

Higit sa Panahon ng ‘Disaster’
March 23-29, 2008

| *Specifications:

_
m COUNCIL FOGR THE WELFARE OF CiHiLDREN - Times New Roman; Bluc _
M Girl Chiid Week — Times New Roman; Blue i
! Karapatan ng 3alung Brbae. .. (theme) - Vimes Now RKoman, italics: Blus !
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Briefer on the 2008 Givl Chi

The GIRL CHILD,

The Convention ou the Rights of the Child
gularantecs girl-clildren the same riglis as boys, in
support ol the principle of non-discrimination on
the basis of sex.

Girlchildren have unique needs: derived [rom being
femade with a partcular role m the biological
reproduction when they come of age.

Who is the Girl- Child?
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s affecting Filipino girl children, are:

economic exploitation, sexual abuse
trafficking. pornography and

e, in school and in other institutional
7 606 reported cases of child abuse
cent of victims were girls);

gainst girls in education and skills
fested in refusal of admissions for
cents and unwed adclescent mothers;

i unfriendly youth hga'l‘gh serviccs and
al and reprod_ucﬁye health care;

and practices prejudicial to girl
ularly Muslim and IP children, such
forced, and early marriages;
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Briefer on the 2008 Girl Child Week

_The GIRL CHILD. in FOCUS

“hildren anhd Disasters

ren have|unique needs, and in times of
s should be taken to minimize, if not

~  Example of strategies that could be undertaken to
I-children in emergency situations include:

ary shelters should also designate a separate
area foy girl-children. If possible,

eding areas should also be identified 1o

a secureplace for tiie mothers and their

Whenever possible, evacuation centers should have
designated lairines and/or bathing rooms for girl-
children. Minimum strategies may be done also by
ensuring that Iatriines and bathing rooms are secure.

Relief goods should include supplies such as
disposable napkirs and btrasseries for use of
adolesgent girl-children.

, Sl s Distribution of relief geods should also consider that
ppiiy fomily apd;. ) child and/or worien-headed households. Care shouid

are@skg 1Lt be taken that they are incorporated in the list of
I ; S = intended recipients of assistance.
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